
Chew on This!

Do You Know
What I Wish? By Cheryl Cave

I wish there were an equivalent num-
ber of sanctioned shows in each region, or
better yet, each state. This would allow a
fairer evaluation of an animal’s true com-
petitive value. As things stand, there are
areas where there is literally a show (or
more) each week, as well as areas where
there are only a handful of shows per year.
If a buyer is considering an animal from an
area with few shows, he may note that the
animal has fewer win points or titles than
one from another area. He may mistakenly
believe the animal with the greater number
of wins is the finer animal. This is not nec-
essarily true. (I understand llama owner-
ship is not spread equally across the U.S.
and question whether this has been influ-
enced more by lack of exposure to llamas
than by lack of interest in them.)

I wish our national level shows were
held in a location central to all breeders in
the continental U.S. I remember a time,
not too long ago, when the ALSA national
show was held in a fairly central locale. In
those days it was very well attended. In
those days, when my stud placed 4th, it
meant something. It meant something be-
cause there were 32 in his class. It meant
something because the competitors had all
placed very high locally or regionally.
These days, where there are only eight an-
imals in a class, placing in the top ten holds
little significance. Moreover, placing in a
juvenile class against animals who didn’t
have to qualify to get there has even less
meaning. That being said, why would I
spend the time, money, and energy to par-
ticipate in an event like that? Although I
cite the ALSA national as an example, it is
not my intent to point the finger only at
them. This should be a concern for every
camelid show association. Wouldn’t it be
nice for these organizations to pool their
resources - financial, physical, and

emotional - to build or purchase a central
facility to be used by all? When the facility
is not being used for camelid events it
could be booked for other activities. If co-
ordinated wisely, this might well pay for
the annual maintenance of the facility.

I wish judges could not be certified to
judge a performance class, if they have not
personally participated in performance
competitions. There is a difference be-
tween understanding the mechanics of the
competition versus standing at the end of
the lead rope with an animal in this envi-
ronment. I believe the same is true for all
classes and competitions at sanctioned
shows.

I wish camelid organizations would
work together to improve the new owner
experience, the perpetuation of the species,
and the marketability of the animals.

I wish llama breeders and alpaca
breeders had more combined events. This
would provide more exposure and a
greater learning experience for breeders
and the public alike.

I wish camelid organizations would
work together to generate a greater appre-
ciation and market for camelid fiber. Star-
bucks made a fortune by telling us we
should pay three times the price for an
everyday item. We need for consumers to
understand the exquisite qualities of our
fibers in contrast to sheep’s wool or cotton.
Americans in particular will pay a pre-
mium for a “status” product.

I wish camelid organizations would
work with county agents, animal advance-
ment organizations, and city governments
to help them understand that camelid own-
ership is not just for folks with expansive
ranches.

I wish camelid organizations would
work together to sponsor camelid auc-
tions/sales in each quadrant of the

continental U.S. annually. Potential buyers
could easily find a forum where they know
they will be able to evaluate and select
from a wide representation of animals each
year. Currently, various breeders (and or-
ganizations) sporadically schedule sales
when dictated by their herd population. It
is difficult for someone outside our “circle”
to be made aware of these.

I wish camelid organizations would
work together to educate school agricul-
tural programs and 4H programs that
camelids are valuable stock, and the les-
sons learned in sharing life with these gen-
tle creatures is (at least) equal to that of
other livestock promoted through their pro-
grams.

And, most of all:
I wish each of you will have the pas-

sion to choose one of these areas and work
tirelessly to improve the situation. I hope
you’ll let me know when you do, because
I would be happy to work with you.
You can reach me at
llamasofwaldenpond@gmail.com.
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